
Transforming Language Learning in 
the Appleton Area School District 
with SmartClass

The Appleton Area School District (AASD), located in the heart of Wisconsin’s Fox Cities, serves over 15,000 students 
across its diverse educational institutions. As the sixth-largest school district in the state, AASD has consistently 
demonstrated a commitment to delivering exceptional education while adapting to the evolving needs of its student 
population. This case study explores how AASD successfully implemented the SmartClass Teaching Platform to en-
hance listening and speaking skills among its world language students, ultimately preparing them for success
in a globalized workforce.

Introduction
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AASD has long recognized the importance of equipping its students with essen-
tial language skills. The district’s world language curriculum aims to help stu-
dents:
•	 Value cultural diversity
•	 Improve communication skills in a second language
•	 Prepare for future careers in a global marketplace
•	 Engage with their heritage and community through language

In pursuit of these goals, AASD sought innovative technology solutions that could 
foster greater student engagement and enhance language acquisition. The dis-
trict’s proactive approach led to the adoption of SmartClass, a versatile teaching 
platform designed to empower educators in language instruction.

Background



Customizable Activities: 

Implementation of SmartClass

The introduction of SmartClass into AASD’s world language curriculum has 
yielded remarkable outcomes:
•	 Improved Listening and Speaking Skills: Students demonstrated 

marked progress in their ability to comprehend native speakers and 
engage in conversations on topics of personal relevance.

•	 Positive Classroom Dynamics: With the increased comfort levels 
among students, classroom interactions became more dynamic and 
supportive. Teachers noted a shift in the classroom atmosphere, en-
couraging students to take risks in their language learning.

•	 Future Expansion: The success observed at the high school level has 
sparked interest in expanding the use of

SmartClass to middle schools within the district, indicating a strong en-
dorsement from educators.

The successful implementation of SmartClass in the Appleton Area School District exemplifies the transformative 
power of technology in language education. By prioritizing student engagement and allowing educators the free-
dom to customize their teaching approaches, AASD has set a benchmark for effective language instruction. As other 
schools seek to enhance their world language programs, AASD’s experience serves as a compelling testament to 
the benefits of integrating innovative technology like SmartClass into their educational practices.
For school districts looking to elevate their language programs, AASD’s journey with SmartClass is an inspiring 
example of how technology can reshape the learning landscape, preparing students for a successful future in an 
interconnected world.

Conclusion
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Results

Teachers appreciated the flexibility 
to design activities that aligned with 
their instructional goals and the 
unique needs of their classrooms. 
This adaptability facilitated differen-
tiated instruction, ensuring that all 
students could engage meaningfully 
with the material.

Increased Student
Engagement:

The interactive nature of Smart-
Class transformed the classroom 
environment, fostering a culture 
of participation and collaboration. 
Students felt more comfortable 
speaking and listening in their tar-
get language, leading to increased 
motivation and confidence.

Enhanced Instructional 
Support:

Educators reported a significant 
improvement in their ability to sup-
port students through personalized 
learning experiences. The platform 
provided tools that made it easier 
to monitor progress and offer tar-
geted feedback.

“In this past year with SmartClass, I have been able to support and engage my students in ways that I 
did not know were possible. Student motivation increased as they worked on activities and the class-
room environment took on a different feel, as students were more comfortable participating. My ability 
to create activities is what really helped to focus my instruction and support my students.”

Kelly Leopold, a dedicated coordinator within the AASD, was among the first to identify the potential of SmartClass 
for enhancing language learning. With 12 Spanish instructors and 1,500 student licenses in use, AASD embraced 
SmartClass for its customizable templates that allowed teachers to create tailored content specific to their stu-
dents’ needs.
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